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A 
bevy of shovels signaled the 

groundbreaking of Culpepper 

Garden 1 Renovation on April 

11, 2018. Now a world away and 

2-1/2 years later ribbons fly as Culpepper 
Garden holds a virtual celebration on the 

completion of the project.
The ceremony included Arlington Retire-

ment Housing Corporation, Wesley Housing 

Development Corporation and Culpepper 

Garden renovation partners as well as Lib-

by Garvey, Chair of the Arlington County 

In the meantime you can see the trans-
formation with a virtual tour at Culpepper-

Garden.org.

This recent renovation is the most re-

cent step in a journey that began in 1971 
when the Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Arlington founded Culpepper Garden. In 
1975, 204 independent living units opened 
followed by 63 independent units added in 

1992. Finally 73 assisted living units were 
added in 2000. Today Culpepper Garden in-

cludes 340 apartments built on four acres in 

the heart of Arlington using HUD programs 

and with the assistance of local and state 

housing funds.

Shovels to Ribbons Signals Completion 
Of Culpepper Garden Renovation

Virtual celebration of Culpepper Garden renovation Oct. 13. From left to
right: Marta Hill Gray, Executive Director Arlington Retirement Housing
Corporation; Libby Garvey, Arlington County Board Chair; Susan Philp, ARHC

Board Chair; Shelley Murphy, Wesley Housing Development Corporation; Paul
Timpane, Property Operations Director, Culpepper Garden. Newly renovated kitchen and dining room at Culpepper Garden.

Board, and Culpepper management.

The renovation included a facelift for the 

apartments with new energy efficient win-

dows as well as new floors and replacement 
fixtures for kitchens and bathrooms in 204 
apartments that had been built in 1975. In 
addition, the project included six completely 
new units. The renovation extended to state 

of the art kitchen enhancement, and com-

mon areas were refurbished with renovation 

of elevators, a new roof and additional park-

ing.

Culpepper Garden is Arlington’s largest 

affordable community for low-income elder-

ly and as Arlington County Board chair, Lib-

by Garvey pointed out during the celebra-

tion, “the only one that offers both assisted 

living and independent housing.” Residents 
pay rents based on their income.

Garvey pointed out the average age of the 

resident in independent living is 79 years 
old with the oldest resident 101 years old, 

and with an average income of $18,000 per 

year. The average age of a resident in as-

sisted living is 87 years old with the oldest 

103-years-old, and with an average income 

of $23,000 a year.

Garvey urged everyone to come tour the 

facilities. “It’s gorgeous. It’s just the feel of 
the place.” 
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NOW THRU THE HOLIDAYS

blown glass, jewelry, paintings, 

flect the vibrant mix of the Del Ray 

NOW THRU NOV. 1
Art by Mail II. The “Art by Mail II” The 

You’ll find one-of-a-kind, small format, 

3D works. Enjoy browsing the 

mailed directly to you. Enjoy the 

OCT. 23-24
Metropolitan School of the Arts (MSA) 

XgRAvIQxoJcU-4am-the-stay-at-

of-the-arts?channel=live-produc

SUNDAY/OCT. 25
River Farm, 7931 East Boulevard 

a piece of your garden (or River 

of flowers, leaves, stems, or seed 

from start to finish. Texturize and 

for finishing. 
Heather will finish the process of 

firing and glazing your pieces 

weeks later for pick up (or can 

non-members $90. Visit the 


